2009 Welding Educator Conference
November 2009
Feedback Results
The National Center for Welding Education and Training hosted a conference in Chicago in November 2009.  While 25 individuals registered for the welding education conference.  The conference was divided into several sections and participants were invited to reflect on each session they attended in order to complete the survey.  Following is the summary of results. 

Session One:  Weld-Ed & What It Can Do For You

· 88% understood how the Center can benefit them with professional development.
· 100% understood how the Center can benefit them with curriculum enhancement.
· 100% agreed that the session increased their awareness about the Center’s role in promoting welding careers.
Session Two:  Skills Panel Update

· 100% agreed the session increased their knowledge about the role of Skills Panels. 
· 75% indicated the information presented in this session was useful. 
Session Three: Best Practices of Welding Educators

· 100% agreed that overall, they learned a lot from fellow educators.
· 100% indicated they learned useful tips and techniques in the delivery of welding education. 

Session Four:  Advanced Manufacturing and Process Showcase
· 88% said they learned about products and services that could benefit their delivery of welding instruction.

Session Five:  Problem-based Learning Applications & Competency
· 88% found competency models useful.
Session Six:  Student Recruitment & Retention

71% agreed the session will help in their student recruitment efforts.
Session Seven:  Funding & Grant Opportunities

Survey participants were asked to compare their understanding and motivation before and after the session and rate them on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1=Poor and 5=Excellent regarding locating, writing for and securing grant funds for welding programs.  Results suggest a moderate increase in both understanding and in motivation.
	
	Before

(Mean)
	After

(Mean)
	Difference

	My understanding about locating, writing for, and securing grant funds for welding programs 
	3.29
	3.57
	.28

	My motivation/desire to locate, write for, and secure grant funds for welding programs 
	3.33
	3.67
	.34
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Overall Satisfaction

Participants were asked to rate overall satisfaction with the conference on a scale of 1 to 5 where, 1= Not at all satisfied and 5=Very satisfied.  Overall satisfaction with the conference was rated highly as the following results indicate:
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